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them in, then open her mouth again. Her mouth seemed to have a private
existence of its own. It worked separate and apart from the rest of her, out and in,
like a clam hole at low tide. Occasionally it would say, “Pt,” like some viscous

substance coming to a boil.

I pulled Jem’s sleeve.

He looked at me, then at the bed. Her head made its regular sweep toward us, and
Jem said, “Mrs. Dubose, are you all right?”” She did not hear him.

The alarm clock went off and scared us stiff. A minute later, nerves still tingling,
Jem and I were on the sidewalk headed for home. We did not run away, Jessie
sent us: before the clock wound down she was in the room pushing Jem and me
out of it.

“Shoo,” she said, “you all go home.”

Jem hesitated at the dcor.

“It’s time for her medicine,” Jessie said. As the door swung shut behind us I saw

Jessie walking quickly toward Mrs. Dubose’s bed.

It was only three forty-five when we got home, so Jem and I drop-kicked in the

vard until it was time to meet Atticus. Atticus had two yellow pencils for me

and a fodtball magazine for Jem, which I suppose was a silent reward for our first _—

>

day’s session wi rs. Dubose. Jem told him what happened.

“Did she frighten you?" asked Atticus.

“No sir,” said Jem, “but she’s sonasty. She has fits or sometfiin‘. She spits a lot.”

“She can’t help that. When people are si
“She scared me,” I said. ~

Atticus looked at me over his glasses,~You don’t have te.go with Jem, you

know.”

The next aftemoon at Mrs Dubose’s was the same as the first, and styas the
next, until Ea:mﬁﬁmﬂmﬁ: emerged: everything would begin normally
is, Mrs. Dﬁuow“ﬂ\o:_a hound Jem for a while on her favorite subjects, her
nmam:mum\m:m our father’s nigger-loving propensities; she would grow
increasingly silent, then go away from us. The alarm clock would ring, Jessie

would shoo us out, and the rest of the day was ours.



