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and who knew Miss Maudie wouldn’t tell Atticus if he had, issued a general

denial.

“Don’t you contradict me!” Mrs. Dubose bawled. “And you—" she pointed an
arthritic finger at me—“what are you doing in those overalls? You should be in a
dress and camisole, young lady! You’ll grow up waiting on tables if somebody
doesn’t change your ways—a Finch waiting on tables at the O.K. Café—hah!”

I was terrified. The O.K. Café was a dim organization on the north side of the
square. I grabbed Jem’s hand but he shook me loose.

“Come on, Scout,” he whispered. “Don’t pay any attention to her, just hold your
P p y J

head high and be a gentleman.”

But Mrs. Dubose held us: “Not only a Finch waiting on tables but one in the

12

courthouse lawing for niggers
Jem stiffened. Mxs. Dubose’s shot had gone home and she knew it:

“Yes indeed, what has this world come to when a Finch goes against his raising?
T’11 tell you!” She put her hand to her mouth. When she drew it away, it trailed a
long silver thread of saliva. “Your father’s no better than the niggers and trash he

works for!”

Jem was scarlet. I pulled at his sleeve, and we were followed up the sidewalk by a
philippic on our family’s moral degeneration, the major premise of which was
that half the Finches were in the asylum anyway, but if our mother were living we

would not have come to such a state.

I wasn’t sure what Jem resented most, but I took umbrage at Mrs. Dubose’s
assessment of the family’s mental hygiene. I had become almost accustomed to
hearing insults aimed at Atticus. But this was the first one coming from an adult.
Except for her remarks about Atticus, Mrs. Dubose’s attack was only routine.
There was a hint of summer in the air—in the shadows it was cool, but the sun

was warm, which meant good times coming: no school and Dill.

Jem bought his steam engine and we went by Elmore’s for my baton. Jem took no

pleasure in his mnn_mmzam.,g..mw@mna it in his pocket and walked-si v beside

me toward home. On the way homeJ- 2Ty mitMr_Link Deas, who said, “Look
LI1.|,llII1|l|

out now. Scout! when I missed a toss, and when we approached Mrs=Ruhose’s




